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The Trinity Trumpet 

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS - SEPTEMBER 2017 

LIVING FAITHFULLY - THE JOURNEY TOWARD LARGER LIFE 
 

There is a season for everything, 
A time for giving birth, 
A time for dying; 
A time for tears, 
A time for laughter; 
A time for mourning, 
A time for dancing. . .   (Ecclesiastes 3:1,2,4) 
 

In the year and a half that I worked as a hospice social worker, I learned a lot about 
living and dying.  It was both educational and very comforting for me to learn about 
the actual physical process of dying.  Usually it’s the unknown things about change in 
life that are the scariest for us.  Having conversations with families about their hopes 
and concerns for the end of life helped me to begin to have those conversations with 
my own parents.  I learned there is a huge difference between investing one’s energy 
in living and dying well, compared to using all one’s energy to resist death. 
 

The Christian faith teaches us that our lives have been created to follow a life - death - 
life pattern just as our Lord did, moving from birth to life through death and on to 
resurrection.  The early church taught that preparing to die well was an important 
part of living faithfully as a Christian!   
 

In September Trinity is holding a 3-part forum series designed to help us think and 
talk about some of the end of life concerns we all share:  What happens physically, 
emotionally and spiritually as we near the end of life?  What opportunities do we have 
to experience healing and reconciliation, to express gratitude, to say “I love you”, to 
face courageously the journey of “goodbye” so that we can embrace with faith and 
hope brand new “hellos”?  What do we need to do legally to care for our loved ones, 
and to ensure our  wishes for the end of life are heard and honored?  
 

I strongly encourage you to join us for any or all of the 3 forum sessions.  Each of the 
sessions will have a different focus and feature a guest speaker sharing about: the  
physical/medical processes in death and dying; honoring our emotional and spiritual 
connections; and caring for material/legal concerns. 
 

It’s never too early for us to courageously begin having these conversations with our 
loved ones.  We are here to care for, learn from, and support one another in every 
aspect of our faith journeys.  Come, listen, learn, and grow with us as God’s  
resurrection people. 
 

Faithfully, and in Christ’s love - 
  

Carenda+ 
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DEACON’S PONDERINGS 

The Trinity Trumpet 

 
 

Greetings everyone, 
 

More than once I’ve entered a new space in time and have had great ambitions about what is to be 
done.  My plans are large and noble.  The road to complete the plans seems level and straight.   
Nothing can stop me!  As the trek begins down the new road; however, challenges and setbacks cause 
the route to change.  For every roadblock I clear, two or three others are dropped in front of me.  
Two of my closest unwanted friends, disappointment and depression take foothold.  My ambitions 
vanish as quickly as they were formed. 
 

During these times I begin to question whether or not I am to continue mapping out a course or 
abandon the project all together.  This is the hardest part of life’s journey; to find answers and make 
decisions for issues that effect not just our own future, but the future of others.  How do we go about 
coming to a conclusion when there are many different answers?  In my experience there have been 
two means of figuring out what God intends for us to do.  The means to the end will always be  
questioned by those around us and their advice will always be given freely.  Some people give advice 
whether you ask for it or not. 
  

But the most common two ways or means I have seen used when dealing with obstacles are mainly; 
1) Drop the project all together – clearly it wasn’t meant to be, or 2) Persist on and on until you get 
what you want – practice makes perfect.  Since I’m writing a letter here and not a pamphlet (or  
forum) I’ll condense the thoughts.  In the first way we assume that because every way tried led to  
failure we should stop.  It appears obvious our plan was not meant to be.  We have not failed so 
much with the process, but rather started out with an endeavor that was not to happen (at least not 
now, at this time and place).  In the second way, it’s like the athlete or scholar we read about who 
failed or was rejected time after time after time.  Eventually their practice or preparations paid off 
and they achieved their goals. 
 

So how do we know what God intends for us?  Are we being stopped because whatever we are doing 
is simply not meant to be?  Or are we being taught a lesson in perseverance?  While you may have  
different thoughts about this whole scenario I can attest to one thing.  Prayer makes all the differ-
ence in how we deal with both success and failure.  When we begin to include God in our equation 
we begin to see things more clearly than ever.  Prayer may not give us direct answers, but a prayer of 
“God, be with me and guide me through this” can be so much more powerful than a prayer of “God, 
make this happen for me, now!” 
 

One such prayer I use when searching for answers – fewer times than I should – is from Thomas 
Merton.  Allow me to share it with you in case you have never heard of it: 
 

“MY LORD GOD, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot 
know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am 
following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please 
you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will 
never do anything apart from that desire.  And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right  
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road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore, will I trust you always though I may seem to be 
lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me 
to face my perils alone.  Amen.” 
 

Maybe someday there will be a forum where we discuss the ways and means of this prayer, but until 
then, try using it.  If it does anything, it might just lead us to questioning whose will it is that present-
ed us with the ambition in the first place:  God’s or ours.  Let us pray we are trying with all of our 
heart to know the answer to all of our questions as early as possible. 
 

Much Peace and All Goodness, 
Deacon Pete    

 
 
 

We have been working on updating the Parish Hall kitchen and will be replacing the old countertops 
beginning September 5th—6th.  The kitchen floor and hallway are completed.   
 

We are also working on maintenance of the grounds, such as fixing the cracks in the sidewalk in front 
of the church and working on fixing the bell tower. 
 

We want to thank everyone who has assisted us in these endeavors and appreciate their time and  
energy in all of these projects.  You have made it that much easier of a task. 

 

 

Jesus often talked about our relationship to the “things” we possess. In Luke 12:13-21 Jesus is asked 
about dividing a family inheritance. He replies with a story. A rich man decides to build new barns to 
hold his bumper crop, then to “eat, drink, and be merry.”  
 

However, “God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have  
prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  
We are stewards of God’s bounty. Caretakers. For a brief period we are given time, energy, and  
resources. What we do with these gifts ultimately defines the character of our life and the depth of our 
spiritual understanding.  
 

Planned giving is one expression of the wise use of the personal resources God has entrusted to us.  
Trinity’s vestry and Treasurer have recently set up the Trinity Episcopal Church Endowment Fund to 
provide income for mission, ministry and upkeep of our parish for our and future generations.  The 
brochure on the Trinity Episcopal Church Legacy Society may be found on the table in the cross aisle. 
 

PLANNED GIVING 

JUNIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
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Are you generous?  Well, of course, you are.  You probably put something 
in the collection plate on Sundays.  When your neighbor’s child comes to 
your door selling something for school, you place a small order just to keep 
peace in the neighborhood.  And each year you send your niece a birthday 
card with a few dollars in it, even though you haven’t seen her since the 
christening, just so that your sister won’t be angry.  But are you really  
generous . . . “in thought, word, and deed?” 
 

During the month of October we will conduct our annual Stewardship 
Campaign, a time when each of us considers our monetary pledge to the 
church for the coming year.  For 2017 the Episcopal Stewardship Network 
has chosen the theme “Journey to Generosity.”  We will have the oppor-

tunity to look at what it means to be generous or charitable or kind (your choice) not only with our 
money, but also with our actions and our words and our thoughts. 
 

Our Stewardship Campaign will end with the Ingathering on Sunday, November 5.  Going forward, if 
one is fortunate, when we recite the Confession of Sin and promise to repent of our sins against God 
in thought, word and deed, one will have a better idea of just how to go about that. 

♪   ♬          CHOIR NOTES        ♬  ♪  
 

Summer has been beautiful but I’m sure you’ve missed hearing our choir sing!  The first choir  

rehearsal will be held after church on Sunday, September 3rd. After that, rehearsals will be held before 
church at 8:30 a.m. on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month and on alternate Wednesday evenings as 
announced. Here is the schedule for September: 
 

 Sunday, Sept. 3: After the worship service @ 10:40 a.m. 

 Wednesday, Sept.. 13: Choir Rehearsal @ 6 p.m. 

 Sunday, Sept. 17: Before the worship service @ 8:30 a.m. 

 Wednesday, Sept. 20: Choir Rehearsal @ 6 p.m. 

See you soon, 

Peggy Lacey Craig 

 

THE PARISH CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 

We’re a friendly group! Previous choral experience is helpful but not necessary.  

If you can’t read music, we have CDs of each individual part. You can even practice 
at home or in your car! If you’re interested, please speak to one of the choir members 

or contact Peggy at PLCraig3@comcast.net. 

Journey to Generosity 

mailto:PLCraig3@comcast.net.
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Merle Dentler (09/21) 
Justin Holoviak (09/22) 
James Dale (09/22) 
Sandra Snyder (09/24) 
Deborah Cornell (09/28) 

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday: 
Ray Dalby (09/01)         
Kristen Stine (09/01)            
 Meghan Karasic (09/03) 
Ed Reilly (09/13) 
Renee Holoviak (09/20) 

Trinity Episcopal Church  

58 South Second Street  

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201  

717-264-6351  
 

Rector’s email: rector.trinitychambersburg@gmail.com  

Office email: admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net  

Website: www.trinitychambersburg.org  

DECEASED                 NEW CONTACT INFO                NEW CONTACT INFO                   
Kathryn Athey              Phyllis M. Borden                            Ms. Deborah Miller                    
Marie B. Dearing          Renaissance Place                            894 Path Valley RD                         
Helen Mahon               1421 Philadelphia Ave., APT 342     Ft. Loudon, PA  17224 
William R. Rodgers      Chambersburg, PA  17201-4913 
Donald Hutchinson     Phone:  (717) 709-4383  
Alfred Morris 

     Benjamin Gabler 
     870 Edgar Ave. 
     Chambersburg, PA  17201 
     Phone:  (717) 377-8497 

CELL PHONE # 
Ann Wagner 
(717) 360-9013 Changes 

 
1. Nuts will be ordered by September 15th.  We will be ordering the same selections.  If you have any 
     special requests as far as quantity please contact Ann Wagner at (717)360-9013 or work (717)264-7693. 
2.  Spaghetti Dinner:  With lobster prices so high this year and scheduling problems we’ve decided to  
     have a spaghetti dinner as a fund raiser.  It will be Oct 14th.  More details to follow.  If you would like 
     to help please call Ann Wagner at the above phone numbers. 
3. Fall brunch—September 17th:  To welcome fall and show off our kitchen renovations we will have a  
     Potluck brunch after church on Sunday, September 17th.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the cross  
     aisle. 

FUNDRAISING & PARISH LIFE 
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St. Paul United Methodist Church 

Family Life Center 
750 Norland Avenue 

Chambersburg, PA  17201 
(717) 267-3085 

Dates and times: 
 

Thursday, September 7            8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Friday, September 8                 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Saturday, September 9             8:00 AM - Noon 
 

In addition to lots of yard sale “treasures,” there will be clothing, some collectibles, and food for sale. 
All proceeds will go to support United Methodist Women missions.  A portion of the proceeds will be 
donated towards missions in Chambersburg such as BOPIC, WIN, the Homeless Shelter, YMCA 
Sam’s Club, and other local agencies. 
 

for victims of 9/11  

and their families 

at the  

Historic Letterkenny Chapel 

 and Franklin County Veterans  

and 9/11 Memorial Park, 

Letterkenny Army Depot 

Sunday, Sept. 10, 2017 3PM 
 

Speaker: 

VFW State Commander Dwight R. Fuhrman 

  Vietnam Veteran  

                                                         199th Light & 1st Mechanized Infantry Brigade 
 

                                                              Sponsored by the United Churches of the Chambersburg Area 

For more information: 
call Erma Norcross at 263-8108 
or Linda Strickler at 263-4975 

16thAnniversary  

Memorial Service 

Remembrance  

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links 
below) 
 
To visit Trinity’s website http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/ 
 
To pray Morning Prayer http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html 
 
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for September in advance: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp17_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp18_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp19_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html 
 
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website: 
http://www.diocesecpa.org/ 
 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on how we can support those affected by Hurricane Harvey 

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/08/29/our-brothers-and-sisters-in-texas-and-louisiana-
need-our-help/ 

 

Like listening to podcasts?  Here are some favorite faith podcasts 

http://www.keyhallonline.org/reviews/podcasts/picks-faith-podcasts/ 

 
Want to learn more about incorporating the Daily Examen in your prayer life?  Here's a short read on 
why and how. 

http://www.buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Rewiew-Daily-Examen.pdf 

An online e-course about cultivating gratefulness in your life. 

https://learn.gratefulness.org/product/awakening-gratefulness/ 

 

 

RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN  
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

http://www.diocesecpa.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/08/29/our-brothers-and-sisters-in-texas-and-louisiana-need-our-help/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2017/08/29/our-brothers-and-sisters-in-texas-and-louisiana-need-our-help/
http://www.keyhallonline.org/reviews/podcasts/picks-faith-podcasts/
http://www.buildfaith.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/Rewiew-Daily-Examen.pdf
https://learn.gratefulness.org/product/awakening-gratefulness/


 

 

  

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2017 

  SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 SEPTEMBER 10, (Morning Prayer) 

Altar Guild Bob & Cathi Pyatt Bob & Cathi Pyatt 

Chalice Anne Gale Officiant—Pete Gdula 

Lector Bob Pyatt Co-Officiant—Cheryl Stearn 

Lector Wade Kinnard Lector—Stephen Holoviak 

Acolyte Cheryl Stearn Lector—Justin Holoviak 

Intercessor Rick Cooper Rick Cooper 

Greeters Ann Wagner & Elaine Bushman Duane Bidlack & Ruth Alpaugh 

Ushers Ann Wagner & Elaine Bushman Duane Bidlack & Ruth Alpaugh 

Vestry Depositor Bob Graham Bob Graham 

  SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 SEPTEMBER 24, 2017 

Altar Guild Ann Loomis & Anne Gale Janet Berry & Carol Cooper 

Chalice Justin Holoviak Duane Bidlack 

Lector Paula Frey June Baransky 

Lector Judith Schwenk Ruth Alpaugh 

Acolyte Anne Gale Bill Wenerd 

Intercessor Ann Loomis Judith Schwenk 

Greeters June Baransky & Ann Wagner Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd 

Ushers June Baransky & Ann Wagner Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd 

Vestry Depositor Bob Graham Bob Graham 

The Trinity Trumpet Page 8 

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format! 

Email:   admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net 

When using the Parish Hall and Church, please make sure all lights are 
turned off and doors securely locked before leaving. 
 
The installation of cameras is in process to improve security and safety. 
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Newsletter articles and items for the October Issue are due before September 26th to the church email address 
(admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office.  Thank you for the good news! 

September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 
(Choir Rehearsal 
after service) 
 

4 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

5 6 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

7 
FREE B’fast 
8:00-9:00 am 
 
ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 
Girl Scouts  
5:30-7:00 pm 

8 9 

10 
Morning Prayer 
9:30 am 

11 
Bell Choir ( P. Hall) 
5:00 pm 
 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

12 13 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
6:00 pm 

14 
FREE B’fast 
8:00-9:00 am 
 
ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 
Girl Scouts  
5:30-7:00 pm 

15 16 

17 
Choir Rehearsal 
before service @ 
8:30 am) 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 
(Fall Brunch after 
service) 
Vestry Meeting 

18 
Bell Choir ( P. Hall) 
5:00 pm 
 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 
 
UCCA Meeting 
7:00 pm (CR) 

19 20 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
6:00 pm 

21 
FREE B’fast 
8:00-9:00 am 
 
ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 
Girl Scouts  
5:30-7:00 pm 

22 23 

24 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 

25 
Bell Choir ( P. Hall) 
5:00 pm 
 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

26 27 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

28 
FREE B’fast 
8:00-9:00 am 
 
ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 
Girl Scouts  
5:30-7:00 pm 

29 30 
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Mission Statement 

  

We are a community of faith where each person’s spiritual  
journey is unique and personal. Our goal is to promote a  

thoughtful dialogue about what God is calling us to do and be.  
 

Leadership  
Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan  

Rector The Rev. Carenda Baker  
Deacon The Rev. Pete Gdula  
Parish Secretary Peggy Phister  

 

Vestry  

Ann Wagner – Senior Warden  
Merle Dentler – Junior Warden  
Stephen Holoviak - Treasurer  
Ruth Alpaugh – Clerk  

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

GOSPEL IN THE GAP at Cowans Gap State Park on September 9th from 1:00-5:00pm.  Featuring 
The Cornerstone Quartet, Mercy’s Vessel (Music Ministry) and Soul’s Fire.  Groups and Food 
sponsored by: Cowans Gap PA Council of Churches, Chaplains in the Parks Ministry and Ye Olde 
Mill Campground, Burnt Cabins, PA.  A Free will offering & charitable donations are accepted.  For 
further information, contact:  Chaplain Bruce Carriker; (717) 414-1488 or Ivnwrth@yahoo.com. 

 

A retirement luncheon for Chaplain Paul Yeun will be held on Saturday, October 14 from 12:00pm 
until approximately 3:00pm at the St. Paul United Methodist Church on Norland Avenue in 
Chambersburg.  Those wishing to attend will be responsible for the cost of the meal.  More details will 
be forthcoming.  Please mark your calendars. 
  

 

Duane Bidlack  
Elaine Bushman  

Jack Dortch  
Bob Graham  
Barb Renaud  

SAVE THE DATES 
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 “A Special Message from the Bishop” 
 

Dear members of the Episcopal Church in Central Pennsylvania, 
 

Our brothers and sisters in Texas continue to suffer from the aftermath of the category four Hurricane 
Harvey, as well as Tropical Storm Harvey’s relentless rain. And this morning we learned that Harvey is 
back over the warm waters of the Gulf picking up even more moisture to throw at Texas and 
Louisiana. It will be several more days before the rain stops. The flooding will continue for weeks. 
 

We have heard from several members of our diocese asking about the best way to help. 
 

When disasters happen anywhere in the world, we want to reach out to those affected. We want to 
follow the words of Jesus, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25: 34-36) 
 

We want our assistance to be helpful and appropriate and not to become what Disaster Officials have 
come to call the ‘second disaster’- truckloads of unsolicited ‘stuff’ with no one to receive, sort or 
distribute them. (Just 25 years ago, following Hurricane Andrew, mountains of unsolicited and 
unneeded goods in South Florida ended up being burned by government.) What is the best way to 
help? How do we know what Harvey survivors actually need? We don’t know, but the dioceses and 
parishes in the middle of the devastation do know. They know what is needed, where to get it locally 
and how to get it to those in need. They just need the funds to buy it. 

  

The best way for Episcopalians in Central Pennsylvania to help our brothers and sisters in the affected 
Dioceses in Texas and Louisiana is by making a financial gift through our national Episcopal Relief 
and Development. A special fund for Hurricane Harvey has been established by the ERD. To donate, 
go here.   http://www.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-harvey-response 
 

If you are not able to make a gift at this time, please remember that the response to Harvey is still in 
the early Rescue stage where emergency shelter, food and medical needs of the evacuees are primary. 
Our prayers are also coveted by those who suffer at the hand of this natural disaster. 
 

When the flood waters recede, Recovery begins. And for Harvey survivors, Recovery will take 
years. After insurance payments, Federal assistance (SBA loans or FEMA grants), and financial help 
from Non-Governmental Organizations, there is always a continuing need for multi-year long term 
recovery assistance and our continued prayers. 
 

Thank you for your compassion and caring. 

In Christ,   
  

The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, XI Bishop 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AbAr5p_GhOGeXEe394LaATmqcTqyCYjymYzYg8Tr4bE_auyl41ewDCZDhrvGingI0Kat8r-sH_bKDwQkhtMEuJpVMmb0TaJxxMRL3F2ChIDtjWWgfFvAZwGiFN0_1HeQRd2EuUrJrTLV3S_jJmQQ5f6ilHdXCPhgn5ktYWdx3cRY9uXp92cz0n2wMjeUKRvs&c=XWIQJaJ1_p8sK0VK_2TNXoR-RoVwu9yPH
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TRINITY CHURCH FALL ADULT FORUM: 
“LIVING FAITHFULLY: THE JOURNEY TOWARD LARGER LIFE “ 

 

WHAT:          3-SESSION FORUM ON PLANNING WELL FOR THE END OF LIFE 

WHEN:      TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 12, 19, & 26  

WHERE:    TRINITY PARISH HALL 

TIME:    LIGHT DINNER     5:15-6:00PM  

                       PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION     6:00-7:15PM 

WHO:    ALL ARE WELCOME and please DO BRING FRIENDS! 

 

SEPT. 12 - SESSION 1:    “The Body Beautiful” – Dealing with physical changes and challenges at 
the end of life.  The presenter will be a professional from the Chambersburg medical community. 

 

SEPT. 19 - SESSION 2:     “Making the Most of Spiritual and Emotional Connections” – 
Opportunities to deepen spiritual and emotional health, healing, and support at the end of life. The 
presenter will be The Rev. Adam Leeper, D. Min., Chaplain at Menno Haven. 

 

SEPT. 26 – SESSION 3:     “Getting Your House in Order” – Attending to important legal concerns 
for you and your loved ones’ peace of mind.  The presenter will be local elder law attorney R. Thomas 
Murphy, Esq., CELA. 

 

 “When the church incarnates a culture of resurrection – one that recognizes the inevitability of death but not its 
triumph – it teaches people how to die well.” 

-Rob Moll, The Art of Dying (2010) 


