
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,    October 9, 2015 

I am very grateful for being able to now call Trinity Episcopal Church my home!  Many of 

you have told me how blessed you felt for having me here over the last nine months as an 

interim.  May I humbly tell you that I feel it is I who has been blessed by being able to serve you 

over this time?  Maybe we should simply say there is a consensus of mutual blessing here.  

Seriously, it is ever so humbling for me to now be officially assigned to this wonderful family.  

May God continue to bless us all as we carry out our ministries here in Chambersburg and 

wherever else the Holy Spirit guides us. 

There are three quotes I try to live by daily and hope that by my telling you them right 

up front, you’ll better understand why I act and react the way I do.  The first is a portion of 

Mark 10:45 which says that Jesus came “… not to be served but to serve.”  As Christians we are 

a people of action.  It is not good enough to recite a creed and gather together for a church 

service.  When we look at the Gospels and read how Jesus is “the way”, then we should also be 

emulating his actions and whenever possible, serve all those around us.  We are here to serve 

not just God and the church but the community and the world, wherever our ministries take us.  

Together, we will look for more ways of how we might serve our community.  

The second quote is one that helps me understand what faith is.  Romans 8:28 says “We 

know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose.”  When I was struggling during a time in school, and at some points it seemed that I may have 

taken on a bit too much, Bishop Baxter gave me that verse from scripture to focus on.  It helped then 

and continues to help me today.  At times we may feel that what we do is all for nothing.  Events don’t 

look like they are panning out as we expected or planned.  Things appear to fall through the cracks.  

Nothing seems to go right at all and at night we sit back and ask “Why isn’t this working, Lord?  Why so 

much trouble?  Am I not doing your will?”  If we get to this point we must always remember that if we 

focus on serving others because of our love for God, all will work out for the best in the end.  That may 

not always appear as we thought the final product should look like, but the end result will be just as God 

intended. 

You’ll often see the third quote written under my signature line on emails.  It’s not from Holy 

Scripture, but from a saint I so dearly love.  In my mind, nobody describes what evangelism should look 

like than St. Francis of Assisi.  When asked what words are the most important to preach, his response 

was “Preach the Gospel at all times, use words when necessary.”  Yes, we can do all the talking and all 

the advertising and all writing of what it is we do and plan on doing for the good of the community and 

the world.  But words can be empty when there is no action behind them.  If we truly believe what the 

Gospels say, then we must not just preach about what is written, but most importantly, live them and 

put into action what they tell us.   

There we have it.  Serve God and others by putting into action what the Gospels tell us to do, 

trusting that where we end up will be where God wants us to be.  I look forward to serving all of you and 

the community by working together with you, Mother Carenda and the vestry; always seeking out 

where God is calling us to go and serve next.  May the Lord Bless you and keep you! 

 

Pax et Bonum.   

Deacon Pete 


