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In April 2009, a little known woman in her 40’s from a small village in Scotland – 
Blacburn of West Lothian, appeared for the first time as a contestant on the TV show 
“Britain’s Got Talent”.  She was stocky, plain Jane looking, not stylishly dressed or 
wearing a lot of make-up.  The lead judge of the show, Simon Cowell, asked a few 
questions - her name and where she was from.  He then asked her why she was there.  
She said she was trying to be a professional singer, and hoped this would be the 
opportunity to make that happen.  Cowell rolled his eyes at this statement.  When the 
accompaniment music started, she opened her mouth and began to sing, “I Dreamed a 
Dream” from the Broadway musical, “Les Miserables”, and the judges and audience 
were absolutely stunned – with the quality, confidence, expression, and power of this 
plain Jane’s voice and talent.  “Susie Simple” she had been teasingly called as a child.  
“Susie Simple”, a.k.a. Susan Boyle, went on in the next few months to gain international 
fame as a popular singer and recording artist.  She indeed, lived into her dream of 
becoming a professional singer.  At last, she was experiencing the calling that would 
keep on making more of her, the woman God intended her to be. 
 
Dreams.  Pentecost is the time for dreams.  Actually, maybe every season in the church 
year is a time to dream.  After all, we worship a God who not only created light out of 
darkness but raised the crucified Jesus to life again!  At the heart of the first Pentecost 
sermon Peter preaches, he quotes Joel to promise that God’s Spirit enables all of us to 
dream – young and old, male and female, slave and free.  All of us, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, have been commissioned to be official Christian dreamers. 
 
Yet here’s the curious thing.  Even though every week in our Sunday hymns, preaching, 
creeds and worship we confess God’s power to create, redeem, equip and energize us 
for mission, most congregations are very hesitant to dream.  Some don’t seem to dream 
at all and way too many spend more time trapped in fear than caught up in visions of 
the Spirit.  So, why is that? 
 
There are several reasons congregations don’t see themselves as Christian dreamers.  
First, I wonder if somewhere along the way we learned that dreaming is for kids.  That 
dreaming isn’t, in other words, something that responsible adults should do.  But in the 
lesson from Acts, Peter quotes Joel to say that everyone will see visions, prophesy, and 
dream.  His list starts with the young and goes on to include old men as well! 
One of the keys to seeing future possibilities and new ways of doing things is being 
willing to think like a child and relearn how to question assumptions.  Too often our 
assumptions are fueled by scarcity thinking: not enough people.  Not enough young 
people.  Not enough money.  Not enough time.  Not enough folks willing to serve as 
leaders.  Not enough biblically literate and spiritually mature people – you get the 
picture.  We make a lot of assumptions about what God needs in order to bring the 
good news of Christ’s reconciling love to the world, in and through us.  That phrase – 
“not enough” – appears nowhere in God’s dream for the world. 



 
Another reason we sometimes fail to dream is that we’re just plain worried that if we 
dream we might be disappointed.  If we stick with the status quo, we at least won’t be 
surprised how things work out.  Even if it looks like we’re in decline, at least we can see 
it coming.  Dreaming, for some, feels like getting your hopes up.  And if things aren’t 
going to end well, why add insult to injury by getting ourselves even more hurt in the 
process?  What if our dreams fall short?  What if they fail?  Well they might; that is a 
distinct possibility.  But rather than let that possibility paralyze us, perhaps we can 
remember that God seems to have a way of bringing surprising victory from what looks 
like utter failure. 
 
One of the realities of Pentecost is that Jesus’ promise to the disciples that he would not 
leave them alone and stuck in fear came true.  It had to be riveting and life-changing 
when that sound like a rush of violent wind filled the house, and the Spirit descended 
and filled all those who were gathered.  They were so completely transformed by the 
Spirit’s outpouring that onlookers wondered what in the world was going on. They 
assumed the disciples were inebriated, drunk and under the influence of fermented 
spirits - “filled with new wine!”   
 
Oh no, said Peter.  This is not the influence of new wine. The prophets said God would 
do this, pour out the Holy Spirit to inspire visions, dreams, and prophesying.  And God 
did this because it is God’s dream to bring love, healing, reconciliation and peace to the 
world.  Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension was the turning point of God’s 
dream becoming a reality. 
 
Well thankfully, Trinity parish did not succumb to fear and become paralyzed with fear 
by the chances and changes that you have lived through together in the past several 
years. Actually, you were engaged in the Spirit-inspired dreaming process before you 
called me here last August.  You have already been dreaming, inviting the Spirit to help 
us see possibilities we hadn’t seen before, new opportunities for us to join in God’s 
dream.  Let me share a bit of what I have learned in 7 ½ months about these dreams 
you have been dreaming. 
 
Generally, they fall into five categories.  1) There are those among us who have dreams 
of a more vital and vibrant worship life, with one key piece being expanded use of a 
wider array of music resources – choir, instruments, soloists, or small ensembles.  And 
perhaps adding some different types of music for variety and spice!  There are an 
endless number of ways to praise God, and our hearts were made to praise God! 
 
 2)  Many have dreams of deeper and broader engagement in meeting the needs of our 
community and our neighbors.  Most of us know the free community breakfast we now 
offer every Thursday morning started out as one person’s God-given dream, and she 
was so passionate about seeing it become a reality!  Some of us dream of seeing how 
we can help discover what can be done to provide more affordable housing, as well as 
more temporary shelter care for the homeless.  Dreaming has begun for starting a 
community garden, which Deacon Pete will be spearheading and coordinating.  Some 



share the dream of deepening our relationships with other Christian faith communities 
here in Chambersburg, both in terms of fellowship and relationship-building, and in 
combining efforts to generate income to support our parishes.  Some dream of finding 
ways to make public transportation more available in the county to those with no means 
of transportation.  
 
  3)  There are of course the necessary and practical dreams of providing ongoing care 
for our buildings and property so that it is aesthetically pleasing, safe, functional, and 
accessible to all.  This is not about maintaining buildings as a monument to the past.  It 
is about enhancing the life of the present community – both the worshiping community 
that gathers here weekly and the community right outside our doors.  
 
 4) Some have dreams of providing more resources for the Christian formation of 
children and youth, and especially those with special needs.  One form this might take is 
joining efforts and resources with other Episcopal churches, and perhaps other 
Christian churches locally.  
 
5) Wise ones have shared dreams for our spiritual deepening and growing in gratitude 
to God, which will lead us to livelier and healthier stewardship in ALL aspects of our 
common life.  Congregational care, finances, use of spiritual gifts, earth care, and 
providing a legacy for the Trinity Episcopal community of faith which will come after us 
ten, twenty, fifty years from now. 
 
Well, I have a few dreams to add to this list that was already percolating when I joined 
you in September, 2015. I dream of finding a way to make a significant connection with 
our Hispanic neighbors.  So, I’m thinking I will need to learn to speak Spanish.  It would 
be awesome to have a small team of us willing to learn together.  I dream of holding 
services of Holy Eucharist outdoors in the summertime.  Why not share with our 
neighbors what exactly it is we are doing in here on Sunday morning?  A jazz Eucharist 
would be very exciting!  I dream of the time when our Thursday breakfast guests and 
our neighbors begin to say, “Trinity Episcopal is MY church” – meaning I feel safe and 
like I belong there.  This would be a joy, whether or not they ever set foot in this worship 
space, ask for prayer, contribute a dime, or say “thank you” to us for being here.  I 
dream of using our Parish Hall as a sort of art and music hub for the community – 
maybe in the form of a coffee house for local and aspiring talent. 
 
Most of all, I dream that we will become ever more Spirit-filled, enlivened and inspired 
that we yearn to grow in grace, to fall more deeply in love with God, and that we find 
ourselves not only willing to share our faith journeys, but wanting to talk about the Jesus 
we know, love, and follow.  And this will be so because we believe our relationship with 
God in Christ is a gift and blessing that changes us for the good.  Walking with Christ 
makes us more compassionate, more loving, and more patien, and provides a 
community to help us learn and walk his life-giving way. 
 
 



Friends, I believe if we offer our dreams to God, to be used in the ways God directs, for 
the sake of bringing the love, reconciliation, hope, and peace of Christ into this world, 
then they will one day become realities, in one form or another, in God’s time.  And I 
can say this with confidence because Pentecost was not a once and done thing, a one-
time “fill ‘er up” experience for those who happened to be present. 
  
We are the living part of the sweep of God’s continuing love story with humanity, 
embodied in the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus.  It is the Holy Spirit’s 
ongoing work to nudge, shape, convince, and sometimes compel us to be more fully 
who we are – the hands, feet, and voice of the risen Christ in the world, for the world.  
  
“Spirit of the living God, open our minds and hearts to this great gift and task you have 
given us.  Help us to keep on dreaming the dream with you.”  
  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


