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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS - MARCH 2018 

THE PASCHAL MYSTERY:   
SHARING IN JESUS’ SUFFERING, DEATH, & RESURRECTION  
 
On Ash Wednesday, I invited us to let God do the work of bringing about the conver-
sion we need this Lent, rather than launching hastily into more activity that treats Lent 
as our own self-improvement project.  What is your conversion looking like so far?  
What are you learning – about yourself, about God, about what God desires for you 
and for the life of the world? 
 
In my younger years as a child and youth growing up in a nominally liturgical 
Protestant tradition, I experienced what I would call a theological “black hole”.  You 
see, we moved from the celebration of Palm Sunday, singing “Hosanna to the King” 
and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, to the exuberance and joy of Easter morning 
and the glad strains of “Christ the Lord is risen today – Alleluia!” There was a more 
somber experience of Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday, which seemed to be 
“optional”.  The theological “black hole” was in the lack of understanding, teaching, 
and invitation to actively enter into the Paschal mystery - that is how Jesus’ life,  
suffering, death, and resurrection were all part of one interwoven tapestry of redemp-
tion and grace.  In the Paschal mystery, Holy Week is not seen as a string of separate 
events, a smorgasbord if you will, from which one picks and chooses what is most  
appealing or convenient to partake of.   
 
I learned much later that the centerpiece of Holy Week is the Triduum, the 3 days from 
Thursday through Saturday, culminating in the high point of the Christian year, the 
Easter Vigil, when baptisms traditionally occurred.  Absent this deep, rich, ancient  
understanding of Jesus’ final week of life, one was free to do an “end run” around and 
avoid facing into the reality and experience of suffering and dying, only through which 
resurrection happens.  
 
My first participation in the seamless continuity of the Triduum and its potential to 
bring about conversion occurred in an Episcopal church.  Life and death are part of the 
same tapestry.  It is not a matter of “either/or”, but “both/and”.  Amid the unrest,  
chaos, upheaval, division, and suspicion with which we find ourselves living, there is  
immense comfort and strength to be found in embracing ALL of our salvation story – 
the good, the bad, the ugly and heartbreaking, the vulnerability and nakedness of being 
drawn through death and raised up with Christ to new life. 
 
The constant, of course, is God’s unfailing, self-giving, crucified love.  This is the only 
place I know to cast an anchor that will hold through the turbulence, turmoil,  tem-
pests, and travails of life.  So let us enter in.  Enter into and experience the mystery of 
God’s grace that goes ahead, follows behind, and sustains us in every moment of life, 
death, and through the transition to larger, fuller life in God. 
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DEACON’S MUSINGS — MARCH 2018 

We are blessed to have each other as companions on the way, for we are not meant to journey alone.  Please 
join us, as we hold each other’s hands and walk with Jesus the remaining days of Lent, into Holy Week and on 
to a blessed Easter celebration of the Resurrection.  Be on the lookout for moments of conversion.  They will 
happen when we least expect them – thanks be to God! 

Embraced with you by the loving Lord of the journey – 

Carenda+ 

 

Greetings Everyone,   
   
We began our Bible Study and Men’s Group a month ago.  It’s been far too long since I last sat 
down with a group to discuss a particular subject.  It’s been even longer since I was part of a 
group that are here to talk about the Bible.  I’ve taken part in several book discussions that have 
biblical themes, such as the lives of the Apostles or the books of the Apocrypha.  So to gather 
with friends and discuss one particular book of the Bible is a welcome change. 
 
If there was one item that was prevalent in the discussions, it was how many different view-
points there are of what the author is saying.  In this case the author is the evangelist Luke, the 
same person who wrote the Gospel.  The book is called The Acts of the Apostles.  As the  
author of the study guide for Acts, N. T. Wright, likes to say, it should be called the Acts of  
Jesus.  What he means by this is that everything the first disciples did was because of something 
they were taught by Jesus.  Their mission was to spread the word of the Gospel to all the world. 
 
 At this point in the book we are just beginning to find out what happened at Pentecost.  Try-
ing to place ourselves in that event can be difficult.  Could we believe it today, if we were out at 
the mall or shopping center and all of a sudden people started speaking in foreign languages?  
Would we be amazed and in awe of as people responded in their own native tongues?  What are 
the odds of us recognizing it as what happened to these disciples two thousand years ago?  My 
guess is we’d probably think some sort of secret operation was underway. 
 
What I hope continues to happen is that we look at the book of Acts as how that first  
generation of the life and times of Jesus set out to change the culture and ways of this world.  
What part of Acts intrigues you and makes you research it more and more?  I hope you’ll find 
some intriguing answers to go along with the questions.  Always question and always wonder 
“what can be” when reading scripture.  If you’re fortunate enough to be in a room filled with 
seekers who respect each other’s ideas and thoughts, you’re in the right place.  If you haven’t 
found that yet, please feel free to join us every other Tuesday night.   
 
Much Peace, 
Deacon Pete 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
If you watch or read the news, it is not long before you are overwhelmed by the many crises and 
tragedies in the news.   It is easy to become depressed and think that there is nothing that can 
be done.  On Ash Wednesday we were invited to observe Lent by self-examination and  
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy 
Word. 
 
I am going to suggest one tangible action for you to take this Lent.  Each year we join with the 
LARC churches in Chambersburg for Wednesday evening Lenten services. (see the bulletin for 
the schedule).  I draw your attention to two of the five services.  February 28th our own Rector, 
the Rev. Carenda Baker will be preaching on almsgiving.  On March 14th, the LARC Lenten  
service will be here at Trinity Episcopal Church.  The Very Rev. Fr. Luis Rodriguez will be 
preaching on fasting.  I encourage you to attend these services. 
 

One of the overwhelming personal catastrophes today is the opioid crisis.   This year the 
offering from the LARC Lenten services will go to Noah’s House, a newly established recovery 
facility in the Chambersburg area.  By supporting our LARC Lenten series you will be 
supporting recovery options for those who have drug addictions. 

 

Peace, 

Cheryl Stearn, Sr. Warden 

 

 

 

Administrative responsibilities include, but are not limited to: Parish communications (weekly 
bulletin, monthly newsletter, annual report, mailings, flyers, email, phone calls, etc.), parish 
recordkeeping, administrative support for the Rector, responding to requests of parishioners.  
Knowledge of computer word processing, spreadsheet and desktop publishing software essential.  
Bookkeeping responsibilities include: accounts payable, receivable, maintaining accurate 
financial and payroll records, preparing financial reports for the parish and administrative 
support to the church treasurer.  Interested candidates are invited to submit a resume and cover 
letter which should include three references to:  

Trinity Episcopal Church, attn.. Rector, 58 S. Second St., Chambersburg, PA 17201. EOE 

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT — MARCH 2018 

JOB OPENING -  PART-TIME PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

MARCH 25 – THE SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY  

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist - Liturgy of the Palms and Liturgy of the 
Word.  

Special handbell music by the Trinity Tollers  

MARCH 29 – MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7:00 p.m. The Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper  

Liturgy of the Word, Foot washing (Maundy), Holy Eucharist.  

Procession to the Altar of Repose, Stripping of the Altar,  

Vigil of the Reserved Sacrament  

MARCH 30 – GOOD FRIDAY 

12:00 noon - Solemn Collects, Holy Communion from the Reserved  

Sacrament, Stations of the Cross  

                            

 

APRIL 1 – THE SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION 

                                     EASTER DAY  

9:30 a.m. Festive Eucharist with choir 



 

 

Bishops Scanlan is following a two year rotation visiting schedule for all 
churches in the Diocese.  Please join us for worship on Sunday, March 4th at 
9:30 am when the Bishop shares time with us at Trinity.  She will meet with 
the vestry following worship.   
 

Our Bishop is a delightful, gifted, and caring servant leader of God.  Don’t 
miss this opportunity to chat with her in person, and share your joys and 
concerns for the life and ministry of our Church. 

Page 5 The Trinity Trumpet 

2018  LARC LENTEN WORSHIP 

“LENTEN OFFERINGS” 

March 7           First Lutheran        Prayer              The Rev. Fr. Brian Olkowski    
March 14         Trinity Episcopal    Fasting            The Very Rev. Fr. Luis Rodriguez 
March 21         Second Lutheran    Serving           The Rev. Sharon Kelly 
 

All services will be preceded by a simple soup supper at First Lutheran Church at 5:30pm.  
Worship begins at 7:00pm. 

BISHOP SCANLAN TO VISIT TRINITY ON SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018 



 

 

Page 6 The Trinity Trumpet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stevenson School for Ministry - E-Newsletter 
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Gertrude Gaskin (03/16) 
Nick Miller (03/16 
Sandy Snyder (03/19) 
Ian Dale (03/10) 
Paula Frey (03/24) 
Sherri Gdula (03/29) 
Kenneth Littleford (03/30) 
Joan Price (03/31) 
 

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday: 
 

The Rev. Pete Gdula (03/01)         
Rick Stoy (03/03)            
Linda Gabler (03/05) 
June Dalby (03/06) 
Sandy Powers (03/07) 
Carol Cooper (03/07) 
Robyn Dale (03/10) 
Phyllis Borden (03/14) 

We want to wish the following friends a Happy Anniversary! 
 

Sherri & The Rev. Pete Gdula - March 18th 
Joan & Dr. Alfred Price - March 28th 
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New opportunities for Study and Formation 

 

 

 

 
Bible Study Group:  Deacon Pete has begun facilitating a Bible Study using the book: Acts (N. T. 
Wright for Everyone Bible Studies).  The meetings for February will be held on Tuesday, March 13th, 
2018 & March 27th, 2018.  The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. in the Commons Room. The meetings 
will last at least one hour, but not longer than 90 minutes. The books can be purchased on Amazon or 
any other bookseller in the $5 to $8 range.  Bring the book, a notepad if you wish, and your bible (any 
translation) with you.  Sign up on the table in the back of the church.  Email pmgdula@comcast.net 
with any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Spirituality Group:  Deacon Pete has organized a Spirituality Group for Men from our parish.  
Depending on the interest, we may also join with men from St. Andrew’s in Shippensburg.  The 
meetings for February will be held on Thursdays, March 8th 2018 & March 22nd, 2018 in the 
Commons Room.  The meeting starts at 6:30 in the Commons Room, using a 90-minute format 
based on the programs used by Fr. Richard Rohr at The Center for Action and Contemplation.  We 
will begin using the book From Wild Man to Wise Man: Reflections on Male Spirituality by Richard Rohr.  
It can be purchased on Amazon or from other booksellers in the $8 to $13 range.  Bring the book and 
a notepad with you.  Sign up on the table in the back of the church.  Email pmgdula@comcast.net for 
further information or any questions. 
 

TRINITY TOLLERS SCHEDULE 

Trinity Tollers will be practicing 5-6pm on March 5, 12 and 19. We'll be  
playing in church on the 25th with no practice on the 26th. 
 

Thanks, 
 

Stephanie Sipes 

mailto:pmgdula@comcast.net
mailto:pmgdula@comcast.net


 

 
Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format! 

Email:   admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net 
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN  
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

 LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links 
below) 
 

To visit Trinity’s website http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/ 
 

To pray Morning Prayer http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html 
 

To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for March in advance: 
 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent4_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent5_RCL.html 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html 
 

To visit the Diocese of Central PA website: 
http://www.diocesecpa.org/ 

 

Read Bishop Scanlan’s weekly blog here 
http://www.diocesecpa.org/blog/ 
 

To read about “Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John” and subscribe to receive daily email video clips: 
http://meetingjesusinjohn.org/ 

 

Arts and Faith: Visual prayer experiences with Scripture 
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent 
 

Great Lent/Holy Week/Easter activities for families with children 
http://www.growchristians.org/ash-wednesday-lent-holy-week/  
 

A reflection on "conversion" and Lent 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25481/harden-not-our-hearts 
 

Using the Daily Examen in Lent 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/02/18/examen-father-james-martin-sj-first-week-lent 
 

Reflection: Teaching children honesty in a broken world 

http://www.growchristians.org/2016/08/01/in-a-broken-world-i-can-teach-my-children-honesty/ 

Kindly help us practice wise stewardship by receiving the Trumpet in PDF format.   
Thank You! 

To follow Bishop Scanlan on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/audrey.scanlan 

http://www.diocesecpa.org/
http://www.diocesecpa.org/blog/
http://meetingjesusinjohn.org/
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent
http://www.growchristians.org/ash-wednesday-lent-holy-week/
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/25481/harden-not-our-hearts
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2018/02/18/examen-father-james-martin-sj-first-week-lent
http://www.growchristians.org/2016/08/01/in-a-broken-world-i-can-teach-my-children-honesty/
https://www.facebook.com/audrey.scanlan
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  MARCH 4, 2018 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

MARCH 11, 2018 
4th Sunday in Lent 

Altar Guild Bob & Cathi Pyatt A. Gale, A. Loomis & J. Berry 

Chalice Justin Holoviak Judith Schwenk 

Lector Bob Pyatt Ann Dortch 

Lector Stephen Holoviak Jack Dortch 

Acolyte Bill Wenerd Anne Gale 

Intercessor Rick Cooper Ann Loomis 

Greeters Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd Ann Wagner & June Baransky 

Ushers Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd Ann Wagner & June Baransky 

Vestry Depositor Duane Bidlack Duane Bidlack 

  MARCH 18, 2018 
Morning Prayer 

MARCH 25, 2018 
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

Altar Guild Carol Cooper Bob & Cathi Pyatt 

Chalice Officiant - Cheryl Stearn Duane Bidlack 

Lector Co-officiant - Justin Holoviak Bob Pyatt 

Lector Lector - Sandy Snyder Stephen Holoviak 

Acolyte Lector - June Baransky Bill Wenerd 

Intercessor Intercessor - Rick Cooper Rick Cooper 

Greeters Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd Debbie Cornell & Ruth Alpaugh 

Ushers Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd Debbie Cornell & Ruth Alpaugh 

Vestry Depositor Duane Bidlack Duane Bidlack 

Newsletter articles and items for the April Issue are due before March 22nd to the church email 
address (admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net) or parish office.  Thank you for the good 
news! 
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March 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
Choir Rehearsal 
8:30 am 
 

Penitential Order 
w/Eucharist & 
Renewal of  
Baptismal Vows 
9:30 am 
(light lunch after 
worship) 

5 
Hand Bell Practice 
5:00-6:00 pm 
 

Toastmasters Club 
(Parish Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

6 7 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

8 
FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class –9:30 am 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
3:00 pm 

 

Girl Scouts (P. Hall) 
5:30-7:00 pm 

9 10 

11 
4th Sunday in 
Lent 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 

12 
Hand Bell Practice 
5:00-6:00 pm 
 

Toastmasters Club 
(Parish Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

13 14 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

15 
FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class –9:30 am 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
3:00 pm 
 

Girl Scouts (P. Hall) 
5:30-7:00 pm 

16 17 

18 
5th Sunday in 
Lent 
Morning Prayer 
9:30 am 

19 
Hand Bell Practice 
5:00-6:00 pm 
 

Toastmasters Club 
(Parish Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

20 21 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

22 
FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class –9:30 am 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
3:00 pm 
 

Girl Scouts (P. Hall) 
5:30-7:00 pm 

23 24 

25 
SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION 

Holy Eucharist—
9:30 am 

Music by Trinity 
Tollers 

26 
NO Hand Bell   
Practice 

 

Toastmasters Club 
(Parish Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

27 28 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

29  
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
The Solemn Liturgy of 
the Lord’s Supper 
7:00 pm 
 

FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
ESL Class –9:30 am 

Choir Rehearsal 
3:00 pm 

Girl Scouts (P. Hall) 
5:30-7:00 pm 

30 
GOOD FRIDAY 
Solemn Collects, 
Holy Comm. 
and Stations of 
the Cross—
12:00 noon 

31 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
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The Choir continues to rehearse before church at 8:30 am on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.  If 
you are unable to make a Thursday afternoon rehearsal, please join us on Sunday morning.  Her is 

the schedule for March: 

 Thursday, March 1:  Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:30 pm 

 Sunday, March 4:            Before the worship service, 8:30-9:15 am 

 Thursday, March 15:  Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:30 pm 

 Sunday, March 18:            Before the worship service, 8:30-9:15 am 

          Thursday, March 29:         Choir Rehearsal 3:00-4:30 pm, followed by sandwich supper and 

                                                   Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 pm 
 

We are enjoying the singing of psalms as Anglican chant, as I hope you are, and are looking forward to 
the Bishop’s visit on Sunday, March 4th, when we will be singing an arrangement of Georges Bizet’s 
beautiful “Agnus Dei” (“Lamb of God”) with its gorgeous melody from the Romantic period of music 
(1820-1900).  On March 18th, we will sing a 1977 setting of Psalm 51 by a husband and wife team; the 
anthem title is “Create in Me” and, for me, it evokes a picture of a flowing stream and a shepherd playing 
a flute — so it’s almost like two psalms in one!  On Maundy Thursday, the Choir will sing “To Mock Your 
Reign,” which appears as #170 in The 1982 Episcopal Hymnal and was written by the English composer 
Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585), whose style encompassed the simple Reformation service music and the 
great Continental polyphonic schools. 
 

We pray that you will be richly blessed by the Choir’s offerings during this and the coming months. 
 

Blessings to all, 

Peggy Lacey Craig 

Choir Director/Organist 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE CHOIR! 

 

Did you know that singing makes you happier and is a great way to relax?  Singing also is beneficial to 
your health by improving your memory, focus, ability to multi-task, math skills (yes, you have to count).  
No auditions needed.  Don’t worry about learning to read music:  We’ll help you!  Plus, we have CDs of 
each individual part.  You can practice whenever it’s convenient for you - even in the car!  If you enjoy 
singing, please speak to one of the choir members or contact Peggy at PLCraig3@comcast.net or 
304.258.8088. 

      PARISH CHOIR NOTES  



 

 

Mission Statement  

 

We are a community of faith where each person’s spiritual  

journey is unique and personal. Our goal is to promote a  

thoughtful dialogue about what God is calling us to do and be.  
 

Leadership  

Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan  

Rector The Rev. Carenda Baker  

Deacon The Rev. Pete Gdula  

Parish Secretary Peggy Phister  

Organist & Choir Director Peggy Lacey Craig 
 

Vestry  

Cheryl Stearn – Senior Warden  

Merle Dentler – Junior Warden  

Stephen Holoviak - Treasurer  

Ruth Alpaugh – Clerk  
 

Duane Bidlack  

Elaine Bushman  

Jack Dortch  

Bob Graham  

Sharon Holoviak 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church  

58 South Second Street  

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201  

717-264-6351  
 

Rector’s email: rector.trinitychambersburg@gmail.com  

                        Church Office Email:   admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net 
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