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GOOD FRIDAY 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS AND THE PASSION GOSPEL FROM JOHN 
SOLEMN COLLECTS 

HOLY COMMUNION FROM THE RESERVED SACRAMENT 
++++++++++ 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

We welcome you to Trinity Episcopal Church and to this service.  We hope this commemoration 
of our Lord’s death is a meaningful part of your observance of Holy Week and Easter.  
 
Good Friday is the second of the “Great Three Days” (in Latin, Triduum sacrum), and is the 
most somber and desolate day of the Christian calendar. In token of this desolation, the church 
sanctuary is bare.  The liturgical color is red, for today we remember Jesus’ death, his life poured 
out for us.  Good Friday teaches us that as his followers, we must die with Jesus, who died for us. 
 
Just as Jesus shared the last supper with his disciples before his passion and death, so we gather to 
share Holy Communion. We receive the gift of his life offered to heal and reconcile us and the 
whole world to God.  As members of his Body, the Church, we are called to join him in offering 
ourselves to serve the broken and suffering ones of the world. 
 
Following Communion from the Reserved Sacrament and the concluding prayer, a brief time of 
silence will be observed before the liturgy for the Stations of the Cross begins.  The text for the 
Stations of the Cross is included in this bulletin as a separate insert. 
 
The devotional service known as the Way of the Cross developed in Jerusalem to be undertaken 
by pilgrims wishing to walk in the footsteps of Jesus on Good Friday.  It is an offering of prayer at 
a series of places traditionally associated with our Lord’s passion and death. 
 
 



The Liturgy For Good Friday  

 

All stand as the ministers enter in silence.  When the ministers are in place before the altar, all 
kneel as they are able, for silent prayer, after which the Liturgy for Good Friday begins. 
 

Celebrant Blessed be our God. 
People           For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to  
suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson (bulletin insert)        Isaiah 52:13-53:12  
 

Psalm 22 (read responsively from the bulletin insert, breaking at the asterisk.) 
 

The Second Lesson (bulletin insert)        Hebrews 10:16-25 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 

The Homily       The Rev. Robyn Szoke-Coolidge 
 

The Solemn Collects 
 

Deacon          Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be 
saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from the power of 
sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. 

 

                    We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs: 
 

  Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world;  
      For its unity in witness and service  
       For all bishops and other ministers and the people whom they serve  
      For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Audrey, our Diocesan Bishop, and all 

                     the people of this diocese 



      For all Christians in this community that God will confirm God’s  
      Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 

 
Silence 

 
Celebrant    Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 

faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and 
prayers we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in 
their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Deacon Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in      
authority among them;  

 

              For Donald Trump, the President of the United States  
For the Congress and the Supreme Court  
For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations  
For all who serve the common good that by God's help they may seek   
justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 

 

Silence 
 
Celebrant    Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and 

guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the 
earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase, until the earth is 
filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

Deacon    Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;  
 

For the hungry and the homeless, the destitute and the oppressed  
For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled  
For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish  
For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair  
For the sorrowful and bereaved  



For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger that God in 
God’s mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the 
knowledge of God’s love, and stir up in us the will and patience to    
minister to their  needs. 

 

Silence 
 

Celebrant Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who 
suffer: Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, that they 
may find your mercy present with them in all their afflictions; and give 
us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered 
for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Deacon           Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;  

        For those who have never heard the word of salvation  
For those who have lost their faith  
For those hardened by sin or indifference  
For the contemptuous and the scornful  
For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his 
disciples  
For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others that God 
will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedi-
ence. 

 

Silence 
 

Celebrant        Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: 
Have compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in 
your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be preached with grace and power 
to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; 
and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may 
be one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Deacon      Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life,  
                 that, with all who have departed this world and have died in the peace of 
                 Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone, we may be    
                 accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and   
                 receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection. 
 

Silence 
 

Celebrant   O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working 
of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the 
whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 
things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all 
things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Communion from the Reserved Sacrament  
 
   The Confession of Sin and Absolution 
 
Deacon      Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned again you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and be what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are tru-
ly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of  your Name.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
                 Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
                 Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Ministers and People, praying together, saying: 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God.  
 
The consecrated elements will be distributed with the following words:  
 
The body of Christ, broken for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

When all have received communion the Celebrant continues 

 
Let us pray.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, 
cross, and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the 
hour of our death.  Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to 
the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners ever-
lasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

This concludes the Good Friday liturgy. Silence will be observed until the observance of Stations 
of the Cross begins. 



THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
Christian friends, let us now begin our journey to Calvary with prayer that God grant 
us courage to see and wisdom to understand the gift we receive through the blood of 
the Lamb. 
 
Leader    We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 

People    In whom is our salvation, our life and resurrection. 
  
Leader    Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Please now refer to the booklet insert for the accompanying text of the 14 Stations of the Cross 
 
Hymn    -   “Were you there?” 
 
Sung first by the leader, then together with the people, gathering at the 1st Station. 
 
                    Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
                    Were you there when they crucified my Lord 
                    Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
                    Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 



I 
JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DIE 

 
II 

JESUS CARRIES HIS CROSS 

 
III 

JESUS FALLS THE FIRST TIME 

 
IV 

JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER 

 
V 

 SIMON OF CYRENE HELPS JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS 
 

                VI 
A WOMAN WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS  

   
VII 

JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME 

 
VIII 

JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM 

    
IX 

JESUS FALLS THE THIRD TIME 
 



  

X 
JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS 

 

********** 
    

        Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
        Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
        Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
        Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

XI 

JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 
 

********** 
 

        Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
        Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
        Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
        Were you there when they pierce him in the side? 

 

XII 
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 

 

XIII 
 JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS 

 

********** 
 

        Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
        Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
        Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
        Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 

XIV 
JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB 

Singing 
together: 

Singing 
together: 

Singing 
together: 



CONCLUDING PRAYERS 
 

Leader      Savior of the world, by your cross and precious blood you have redeemed 
                us: 
 
People       Save us, and help us, we humbly ask you, O Lord. 
 
Leader      Let us pray.  (Silence) 
 
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin 
and death and brought us into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his 
death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal joys; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 



 
Mission Statement  
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