
CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN                 Silent Night                                Hymnal, 111 
                                                             (Sitting or kneeling) 
 

The celebrant will take light from the Paschal Candle and share it with the deacon and acolyte 
who will share it with the first person in each pew along the center aisle. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

Celebrant 
                  Now may the true light shine on you. 
                  May the Son sent by God be your guide and strength. 
                  May you go in peace and live in hope, in Jesus’ name. 
                  May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among  
                  you now and remain with you forever.  Amen. 
 

Please extinguish your candles. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                      Hark! the herald angels sing                          Hymnal, 87 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People     Thanks be to God. 
   
POSTLUDE                                                                                            Joy to the World 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to all who have come to worship at Trinity this evening.  We are delighted 
that you have come to share this holy night with us.  Your presence makes the love of 
Christ ever more real to each of us.  If you are in search of a church home, please sign 
our guest book, take a red welcome packet found in the rear of the church, and know 
that we would be so pleased to have you worship with us again at any time.  Our  
regular Sunday morning service is at 9:30a.m. 
 
Our worship follows the Episcopal tradition using the red Book of Common Prayer 1979 
and the blue Hymnal 1982, both of which you will find in the pew racks.  If you need 
help following along, please ask someone near you for assistance. 
 
It is the Lord’s table around which we gather.  All baptized Christians are welcome 
and encouraged to receive communion.  If you are in need of a gluten-free option, 
please let the priest know when you are served.  If you wish to receive communion, 
place your hands together to receive the bread; you may take a sip of wine directly 
from the chalice or by carefully dipping the bread into the wine.  If you desire only a 
blessing, come forward to the altar, kneel, and either cross your arms across your 
chest or place your hands in a prayer position.  
 

God of darkness and silence, you have pierced the quiet of this night by the utterance of 
your word in our flesh.  May our words of praise and petition be strong echoes of your 
Christmas word, so that all might come to the peace you promise in Jesus, who is Lord 
and God this night and forever. 
 

May God’s blessing be with you on this Christmas Eve and always.  
 
Carenda + 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                  Hymnal S-154 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  It is our Lord who invites us to 
this table.  Anyone who desires a blessing only, please come forward, kneel or stand, and cross 
your arms across your chest. 
 
 

HYMN AT THE COMMUNION              In the bleak midwinter               Hymnal, 112 
 

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
he shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” (Sanctus bells) 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by  
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the   
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

The Reverend Carenda Baker, Rector 
The Reverend Pete Gdula, Deacon 

Dr. Truman Bullard, Guest Organist  
Dr. Beth Bullard, Flutist 

 

EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 
DECEMBER 24, 2017 

 7:00 PM 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

PRELUDE       A Carol Medley from America and Europe 
                                  Beth Bullard, Flute 

                                  Truman Bullard, Keyboard 
 

                                  Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow                    African American Spiritual 
                                  Sleep, Little Jesus                                                                   Poland 
                                  The Golden Carol                                                                England 
                                  The Child Jesus                                                               Puerto Rico 
                                  Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella                                               France 
                                  What Shall We Give to the Child                             Catalonia, Spain 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                 O come, all ye faithful                 Blue Hymnal, 83 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

THE GLORIA                                                                                       Hymnal, S-280 



 SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                           Hymnal, S-125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken  
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in  
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin  
into righteousness, out of death into life.  (Sanctus bells) 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



THE PEACE 
 

THE OFFERTORY                      Variations for flute and keyboard on “What child is this?” 
 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION — Hymnal 397, vs.3 only 
 

            All praise and thanks to God  
            the Father now be given, 
            the Son, and him who reigns  
            with them in highest heaven, 
            eternal, Triune God,  
            whom earth and heaven adore; 
            For thus it was, is now, and shall be, evermore. 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE TABLE             
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                                 Red Book of Common Prayer, page 367 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you gave Jesus Christ, your  
only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made  
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:  

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the Mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                           Isaiah 9:2-7 
(bulletin insert) 
 

PSALM 96                                                                                             
(bulletin insert, read responsively) 
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                             Titus 2:11-14 
(bulletin insert)                                
 

GRADUAL HYMN                      O little town of Bethlehem                          Hymnal, 79 
 

THE  GOSPEL                                                             Luke 2:1-20 
(bulletin insert—please stand for the gospel reading) 
 

THE SERMON                                         The Rev. Carenda Baker 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. 



Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Leader      God of Glory, by your grace a child has been born for us, a Son given to us; 
                authority rests on his shoulders, and in his name we pray. 

 

Leader      Wonderful Counselor, we pray for wisdom for the world’s leaders, 
People       that they may use their power to lift burdens and break the bonds of  
                oppression. 
 

Leader      Mighty God, we pray for the church of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
People       that you will multiply and increase our joy as we share in the harvest you 
                have gathered. 

 

Leader      Everlasting Father, we pray for families, friends, and loved ones especially  
                those who have asked for our prayers, Robert S., Pierce, Meghan, Ross, Jane, 
                Nick, Charles, Chris, Elizabeth, Penny, Haley, Barb, Tammy, Bill, Shirley C., 
                Ruth, Ron, Bill F., Bob P., Pat S., Nancy S., Margie Bearer, Piera Censley,  
                Maysie Fox, Debbie Primrose, Mark M., Dana Sterner, Kelly, Jim Graham,  
                Adam Leiphart, Kathy Cammarano, Jonathan Carbaugh, family members of 

                Miguel & Gricel Torres, Barb  & Eric R., Stephen H., the family of Gail &  
                Joe Brooks, Rob Freeman, Misty R., Ann, Sally & family, Gary T., Pam H.,  
                Gail, Marion Wible, Jessica M., that you may bring them relief in their need, 
                and bless the work of who seek to help them.  We also pray for God’s peace  
                and protection to be upon those who are in active duty in our military: Ivy,  
                Keziah, and Robert.  For these and all others whom we hold in our hearts,  
                let us pray to the Lord.  
People       that those who now walk in deep darkness may see the great light of your  
                saving love. 

 

Leader      Prince of Peace, we pray for an end to violence and warfare, 
People       that your authority may continue to grow until there is endless peace in  
                every land. 
 

Celebrant  Lord of hosts establish your Holy ground with justice and righteousness,  
                from this time on and forever more. 
People       Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Deacon      Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.      
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.   
 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
                Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  
                Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 


