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The Trinity Trumpet 

RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS - DECEMBER 2017 
 

ADVENT -  JOURNEY OF HOPE 

 

 “Hope is believing in spite of the evidence, then watching and 
waiting for the evidence to change.” (Jim Wallis) 
 

“Long lay the world in sin and error pining till he appeared and the soul felt its 
worth.  A thrill of hope - the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glori-
ous morn. . .”  (O Holy Night) 

 
ADVENT IS A TIME TO TURN TOWARD HOPE, to remember the  
vision of God’s dream of shalom for the world.  Hope is a powerfully 
weighted biblical word that has nothing to do with idle “wishing.”   
The Hebrew prophets spoke God’s word of judgment, as well as words of 
hope in God’s power to bring about longed for change in people and  
nations.  Hope in the Lord holds out for heart and behavior change,  
changes that can be seen in us in humility, and actions of mercy and  
kindness, justice and peacemaking. HOPE is a key Advent word for it says 
that the Christian waits for, and anticipates in hope, the coming of the 
Christ. The hope the Scriptures describe is a certain hope made sure for 
Christians in the life of Jesus, the risen Christ.  
 

One of the most beloved carols we sing at Christmas includes these words: 
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” In Christ we 
discover the death of all our fears and the birth of all our hopes.  God has 
moved heaven and earth, and from heaven to earth to fulfill the promise to 
redeem the world and gather all people home to God’s heart of love.  Ad-
vent helps us prepare to find once again in Jesus, the Child of grace, the 
death of our fears and the birth of our hopes.   
 

In Christ we can have hope in the midst of our troubles.  In Christ we can 
live with hope even as we face much uncertainty, chaos, and change. Life is 
fraught with uncertainty, and still God’s love and faithfulness remain  
secure.  We have hope because we know that the Christ who comes is also 
the Christ who came to be with us, moving from his tomorrow into our 
today with the grace and the refreshment of his present love.   
 

How vital and alive is your Christian hope this Advent season?  Where do 
you need to ask Christ to help you acknowledge your fears, to bring them  
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to light, so that with God’s grace you may overcome them?  God’s perfect love casts out all our fears 
(I John 4:18).  This is the good news of the Advent and Christmas seasons - “Emmanuel” – God 
come to be with us in Jesus – the perfect gift of perfect love. 
 

My prayer for you is a renewed and lively hope, and room enough in your heart to welcome with joy 
God’s gift of perfect love in Jesus.  Rich blessings of grace, and tidings of comfort and joy to all –  

Carenda+ 
 
 
 
Greetings Everyone, 
 

I, too, have been caught up in the human-made urgency to move faster and do more.  It’s all about 
the holidays.  We are told through advertisers and other worriers that what we have planned is never 
enough.  We have to do more!  If we don’t do more we will have failed.  This sounds so much like 
the old training commercials; “Tom did more.  See Tom smile?  Be like Tom.” 
 

The other side to that scenario is that we are actually supposed to slow down at this time of year.  
Advent tells us to slow down, to enter into silence, and to wait for the coming of our Lord.   
Christmas will begin on December 25th.  At least that’s what all the calendars I see have listed.  Ask 
yourself what the world would look like without the season of Advent and most likely it would be 
what I described in the first paragraph.  We would live in a time where what we are doing in the  
present isn’t good enough. 
 

So in order to slow things down, find a good meditation booklet or program and begin your journey 
toward Christmas by taking your first steps in Advent.  There is such a book that both Mother  
Carenda and I recommend.  It’s in the 40-day Bible Challenge series and has the title The Social  
Justice Bible Challenge, edited by Marek P. Zabriskie.  Perhaps use this as a springboard to get you  
into the meditation mode for the Bible Study we’ll begin in January.  I’m certain that by finding 
some form of meditation and prayer to add to your list of things to do, you will actually find more 
time to do the necessary ones. 
   
I look forward to all that we do together here at Trinity.  May we continue finding more ways to dis-
cover how Jesus is working in our lives.  May we continue to find more ways to talk about Jesus with 
others.  And may we continue our work in being that witness in all we do, everywhere we go, and to 
everyone we meet. 
 

Much Peace and All Goodness, 

Deacon Pete    
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About our 2018 Stewardship Campaign 
 

Let me begin by congratulating Rick Cooper on another successful campaign for Trinity in leading this 
year’s Stewardship Campaign. He and Carol are well organized and dedicated to helping Trinity 
achieve its goals and leadership role as an inner-city religious institution.  All the speakers we had the 
pleasure to hear each Sunday were excellent and brought home the point of people who have helped 
or greatly influenced us in our life.  It supports the many faceted notion of our church’s mission in 
Chambersburg. 
 

All the details of the budget and the financials will be in the annual report and available at the annual 
meeting.  But, as a preview it looks like we will have another balanced budget for 2018-YEA!! 
Maybe we should send Rick to Harrisburg to teach them his secrets? 
 

Finally, a very grateful thank you to all of the Family of Trinity for again supporting this place called 
Trinity which we love so much. 
 

Sincerely, 
Steve Holoviak, treasurer 

FUNDING FUTURE MINISTRY 

 

Every other article in the newspaper seems to deal with taxes.  Much is written 
about a new proposed federal tax plan.   
 

For those over 70 ½ who have an IRA know that they must take a Required Minimum Distribution.   
They can make distributions tax free.  Currently RMD amounts that are directly made to a charitable 
entity are not taxed.  The distribution must be made directly to the charitable organization, naming 
the charitable organization as the recipient.  
 

Please consider an IRA distribution to Trinity Episcopal Church.  Remember, a distribution to the 
Trinity Episcopal Church Endowment Fund will provide support for the church for years to come. 

NAME:  Theodore (Teddy) William Dentler 

 

WEIGHT:  7 lbs., 4oz. 

 

BORN:  November 7th at 3:45 pm in Las Vegas 

 

GRANDPARENTS:  Merle & Emily Dentler 

 

Congratulations to the Dentler Family!!! 
 

TREASURER’S NOTES 
by 

Stephen Holoviak 

http://www.trinitymenlopark.org/site/cpage.asp?cpage_id=180026634&sec_id=180008568
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Franklin County Jail Ministry Toy Donation - During the days prior to the  
Holiday season, when an inmate’s child visits, the inmate will be able to tell 
their child there is a gift waiting for them that the child can choose.  This way 
the parent will have the joy of providing a gift for their child. 
 
 
 
 

You can help this happen.  We are asking for churches and individuals to purchase either a sports ball 
(soccer ball, football, etc.) or stuffed animal.  Gifts should be less than $15.  Gifts may be dropped off 
at Salem United Brethren Church, 4349 Letterkenny RD.  This event will take place on December 11
-15, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  (Do not wrap the gifts and please, no used toys.)  If you have questions  
contact Chaplain Isaac Burkholder at the Jail, 264-9513, ext. 21663. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Piano & Orchestral Winter Concert Experience with Frances Drost 
CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

1201 SLATE HILL ROAD 
CAMP HILL, PA  17011 

December 9, 2017 
7:00 pm 

For tickets call 717-448-8268 or visit www.portraitsofwhite.com 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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Lois Helfrich (12/17) 
James Henry Clayton (12/17) 
Eva Torres-Snider (12/27) 
Jared Leister (12/31) 

We want to wish the following folks a Happy Birthday: 
 

Todd Cornell (12/06)         
Gail Brooks (12/08)            
Tara Stewart (12/08) 
Wallace Koster (12/10) 
Sharon Holoviak (12/13) 

DECEASED  
Joseph Brooks, November 8, 2017 
 

“May he rest in peace and rise in glory.  May light perpetual shine upon him.” 

 
 

 
THE NUTS ARE HERE!    Get your favorites: Almond Cranberry Granola, Pecan Pieces, 
Pistachios, Deluxe Mix (No peanuts) and Cashews.  If you have any special requests as far as 
quantity please contact Ann Wagner at (717)360-9013 or work (717)264-7693. 

 
 
 

On Sunday, December 3rd plan to join us for an Advent brunch after worship. There is a sign up sheet 
in the cross aisle for attendance and whatever people would like to bring. 
 

On Sunday, December 17th  - Morning worship will be a Service of Advent Lessons and Carols. Join us 
afterwards for Cookie Sunday: Please bring cookies if you would like to have for coffee hour and to 
share. We always have some wonderful bakers in our church!  Ann Wagner, Sr. Warden 
 

The greening of the church will be on December 21st at 9:30 am.  Set up for the December 24th 
service of Holy Eucharist will also happen at that time.  I want to thank all of you for your service.   

 

Cathi Pyatt, Altar Guild 
 

FUNDRAISING & PARISH LIFE 

We want to wish Miguel & Gricel Torres  
a Happy Anniversary on December 20th 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
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AN INVITATION FROM THE TRINITY TOLLERS FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 AT 7:00 PM 
 

As many of you know, our bell choir has participated in several Chambersburg bellfests in the past.   Some of you also 
know that this year will be my last as director of this amazing group of ringers.  It is my hope and that of the ringers 
that as many of you who can will attend this year’s concert.  It will be held at St. John’s Church on Lincoln Way East 
on Sunday, December 10th, 2017, at 7:00 P.M.   
 

The program will include eight carols played by the combined choirs from Trinity, St. John’s, Falling Spring, 
Presbyterian, and First Lutheran. In addition, each group will present a “solo” piece. Ours will introduce the only piece 
that uses the “singing bell” technique to enhance the music of “I Wonder as I Wander.”  Although it is true that we 
will ring three of the group pieces at Trinity on Sunday, January 7th, none of them includes either the rousing rendition 
of “Adeste Fidelis” that features St. John’s refurbished organ or “The Little Drummer Boy” that includes percussion 
instruments.   Non-attendees would miss an opportunity to welcome the joyous season while supporting the efforts of 
our hard-working choir.  We hope to see you at St. John’s on December 10th.  

 

Sandy Powers, Director 

 

   

                 CHOIR NOTES         
 

Choir rehearsals are changing to Thursday afternoons! Now, no one will have to drive after dark. We are now working 
on five anthems and eight congregational hymns for our service of Advent Lessons and Carols on December 17th. 
Music will include two Gregorian chants and music from the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and present-
day composers. The words to some of the chants date back as far as St. Ambrose of Milan (337-397) and The Venerable 
Bede (673-735), and the music for one of the chants (“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”) is from the ninth century. A 
beautiful new anthem by Dan Forrest, entitled “A Cradle Carol” will be sung just before the closing hymn, “Savior of 
the Nations, Come” – a Lutheran chorale of 1524 – whose melody, NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND, was set 
to music by many great composers, including Hans Leo Hassler, Michael Praetorius, Heinrich Schütz, Dietrich 
Buxtehude, Johannes Crüger, Johann Pachelbel, Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow, Georg Philipp Telemann, Max Reger, 
Ottorino Respighi, and no less than five times by Johann Sebastian Bach, in addition to two of his sons:  Johann 
Michael Bach and Wilhelm Friedemann Bach. 

 

The Choir will continue to rehearse before church at 8:30 a.m. on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, except for 
December 3rd. Here is the revised schedule for December: 

 

Thursday, Dec. 14:  Choir Rehearsal from 3:00-4:30 p.m.*   
Sunday, Dec. 17:  Before the worship service, from 8:30-9:15 a.m.* 

 

*(If you are a Choir member and can only attend one or two rehearsals, these are the most important!)                                         
 

THE PARISH CHOIR NEEDS  

MORE MEN! 

 

Don’t worry about learning to read music: We’ll help you! Plus, we have CDs of each 
individual part. You can practice whenever it’s convenient for you! If you like to sing, 

please speak to one of the choir members or contact Peggy at PLCraig3@comcast.net or 
304.258.8088. 

 

Blessings to All, 
Peggy Lacey Craig 

MUSIC NOTES 



 

 
Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format! 

Email:   admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net 
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RESOURCE LINKS TO WEBSITES FOR CHRISTIAN  
FORMATION AND DIOCESAN NEWS 

  

LINKED RESOURCES: (be sure to click CTRL button on your keyboard while clicking on links 
below) 
 
To visit Trinity’s website http://www.trinityepiscopalchambersburg.org/ 
 
To pray Morning Prayer http://www.missionstclare.com/english/index.html 
 
To read the Sunday Scripture lessons for December in advance: 
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html 
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html 
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html 
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html 
 
 
To visit the Diocese of Central PA website: 
http://www.diocesecpa.org/ 
 
Follow us on pilgrimage to the Holy Land through our blog: 
https://trinityisraelpilgrimage.wordpress.com/ 
 
To read online Advent devotions  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/sacred-advent-retreat 

 

For Advent activities to do at home with your family 

https://www.buildfaith.org/advent/ 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Save us money by receiving the trumpet in PDF format! 
Email:   admin@trinityepiscopalchurch.comcastbiz.net 

http://www.diocesecpa.org/
https://trinityisraelpilgrimage.wordpress.com/
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/sacred-advent-retreat
https://www.buildfaith.org/advent/


 

 

  

MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2017 

  DECEMBER 3, 2017 DECEMBER 10, 2017 

Altar Guild Bob & Cathi Pyatt Anne Gale & Ann Loomis 

Chalice Paula Frey Cheryl Stearn 

Lector Bob Pyatt Duane Bidlack 
Lector Stephen Holoviak Wade Kinnard 

Acolyte Cheryl Stearn Anne Gale 
Intercessor Cheryl Stearn Ann Loomis 
Greeters Ann & Jack Dortch Sandy Snyder & Ann Wagner 

Ushers Ann & Jack Dortch Sandy Snyder & Ann Wagner 

Vestry Depositor Merle Dentler Merle Dentler 
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  DECEMBER 17, 2017 
(Lessons & Carols) 

Altar Guild Carol Cooper & Janet Berry 

Acolyte Bill Wenerd 

Lector 1 & 2 Bob Graham; Bob Pyatt 

Lector 3 & 4 Judith Schwenk; Justin Holoviak 

Lector 5 & 6 Dick Craig; Ann Dortch 

Lector 7 & 8 The Rev. Pete Gdula;  
The Rev. Carenda Baker 

Greeters Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd 

Ushers Carol Cooper & Carol Wenerd 

Vestry Depositor Merle Dentler 

  DECEMBER 24, 2017 
(Christmas Eve) 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 
(Morning Prayer) 

Altar Guild Bob & Cathi Pyatt A. Loomis, A. Gale, & C. Cooper 
Chalice Justin Holoviak Officiant — The Rev. Pete Gdula 

Lector Stephen Holoviak Co-officiant—Justin Holoviak 

Lector Sandy Snyder Lector — Duane Bidlack 

Acolyte Judith Schwenk Lector — Ruth Alpaugh 

Intercessor Anne Gale Intercessor — Ann Loomis 

Greeters Sandy Snyder & Carol Cooper June Baransky & Ruth Alpaugh 

Ushers Sandy Snyder & Carol Cooper June Baransky & Ruth Alpaugh 

Vestry Depositor Merle Dentler Merle Dentler 

DECEMBER 24, 2017 
 

Altar Guild — TBD 

Chalice — Miguel Torres 

Acolyte — Anne Gale 

Lector — Jack Dortch 

Lector — Bob Pyatt 

Intercessor — Rick Cooper 

Greeters — E. Bushman & J. Baransky 

Ushers — E. Bushman & J. Baransky 

Vestry Depositor — Merle Dentler 
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December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
1st Sunday of 
Advent  
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 
(Advent 
Brunch)  

4 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

5 6 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

 

 

7 FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 

Girl Scouts 
5:30-7:00 pm (P. Hall) 

8 9 

10 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 
 
 
Vestry Mtg . 
after worship 

11 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

12 13 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

14FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 

Girl Scouts 
5:30-7:00 pm (P. Hall) 

 

Choir Rehearsal 
3:00-4:30 pm (Church) 

15 16 
 

17 
Choir Rehearsal 
8:30-9:15 am 
3rd Sunday of  
Advent 
Lessons&Carols 
9:30 am 
 

18 
Toastmasters Club 
(P. Hall) 
7:00-9:00 pm 

19 20 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

21 FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 

Girl Scouts 
5:30-7:00 pm (P. Hall) 

22 23 

24 
4th Sunday of  
Advent 
Holy Eucharist 
9:30 am 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Svc —7:00 pm 

25 Christmas Day 26 27 
Healing Service 
w/Eucharist 
(Church) 
12:00 Noon 

28 FREE B’fast 
7:00-8:30 am 
 

ESL Class - 9:30 am 
 

Girl Scouts 
5:30-7:00 pm (P. Hall) 

29 30 

31 
Morning Prayer 
9:30 am 

      



 

 

Mission Statement  

 

We are a community of faith where each person’s spiritual  

journey is unique and personal. Our goal is to promote a  

thoughtful dialogue about what God is calling us to do and be.  

 

Leadership  

Diocesan Bishop The Rt. Rev. Audrey Scanlan  

Rector The Rev. Carenda Baker  

Deacon The Rev. Pete Gdula  

Parish Secretary Peggy Phister  

 

Vestry  

Ann Wagner – Senior Warden  

Merle Dentler – Junior Warden  

Stephen Holoviak - Treasurer  

Ruth Alpaugh – Clerk  

 

Duane Bidlack  

Elaine Bushman  

Jack Dortch  

Bob Graham  

Barb Renaud  

 

Trinity Episcopal Church  

58 South Second Street  

Chambersburg, Pennsylvania 17201  

717-264-6351  

 

Rector’s email: rector.trinitychambersburg@gmail.com  
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